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DEPARTMENT  OF  ENERGY 

Energy  Information  Administration 

Publication  of  Alternative  Fuel  Price 
Ceilings  and  Incremental  Price 
Threshold  for  High  Cost  Natural  Gas 

Pursuant  to  Title  II  of  the  Natural  Gas 
Policy  Act  of  1978  (NGPA)  (Pub.  L.  95- 
621),  section  204(e),  the  Energy 
Information  Administration  (EIA) 
herewith  publishes  for  the  Federal 
Energy  Regulatory  Commission  (FERC) 
alternative  fuel  price  ceilings  and  a  high 
cost  gas  incremental  pricing  threshold. 
These  data  are  effective  January  1, 1980, 
and  are  to  be  used  by  natural  gas 
suppliers  to  determine  the  maximum 
surcharges  applicable  to  the 
passthrough  of  certain  portions  of 
natural  gas  acquisition  costs.1 

Section  I.  Alternative  Fuel  Price  Ceilings 

As  required  by  FERC  Order  No.  50, 
prices  are  shown  for  the  48  contiguous 
states.  The  District  of  Columbia’s  ceiling 
is  included  with  the  ceiling  of  the  State 
of  Maryland.  The  price  ceiling  is 
expressed  in  dollars  per  million  British 
Thermal  Units  (BTU’s).  The  method  used 
to  determine  the  price  ceilings  is 
described  in  Section  III. 


Dollars  per 

te: 

million  BTU’s 

Alabama . 

.  2.43 

Arizona . 

.  >2.68 

.  *2.74 

California . 

.  2.72 

Colorado . 

. .  1 2  06 

Connecticut . 

.  >3.16 

Delaware . 

.  3.00 

Florida . 

.  2.80 

Georgia . 

_  *2.81 

Idaho . 

.  '  2.06 

Illinois . 

.  '2.91 

Indiana . 

.  '2.91 

Iowa . 

.  1 2.68 

Kansas . 

.  '2.68 

Kentucky . . . 

.  '2.91 

Louisiana . 

.  '2.73 

Maine . 

.  3.13 

Maryland . 

.  '  2  94 

Massachusetts . 

.  3.04 

.  2.97 

2.99 

Mississippi . 

.  '2.81 

Missouri . 

.  2.38 

.  >2.06 

>2  68 

3.33 

>2  94 

*2.73 

2.93 

>2  68 

2.99 

'2.68 

Ohio . 

.  '2.91 

Oklahoma . 

.  >2.73 

.  2.53 

Pennsylvania . 

.  2  90 

Rhode  Island . 

.  '316 

.  >2.81 

South  Dakota . 

.  ‘2.68 

Tennessee . 

.  '2  81 

Texas . 

.  2.74 

Utah . 

>206 

Vermont . 

.  3.27 

Virginia . 

.  2.93 

Washington . 

.  2.48 

1  FERC  Order  No.  49.  September  28. 1979;  Docket 
No.  RM79-14. 


Dollars  per 

State:  million  BTU's 

West  Virginia .  '2.91 

Wisconsin .  2.96 

Wyoming .  1 2.06 

1  Region-based  price;  see  section  III. 

Section  II.  Incremental  Pricing 
Threshold  for  High  Cost  Natural  Gas 

The  EIA  has  determined  that  the 
volume-weighted  price  of  No.  2  distillate 
fuel  oil  landed  in  the  greater  New  York 
City  Metropolitan  area  during  October 
1979  was  $32  per  barrel.  In  order  to 
establish  the  incremental  pricing 
threshold  for  high  cost  natural  gas,  as 
identified  in  the  NGPA,  Title  II,  section 
203(a)(7),  this  price  was  multiplied  by  1.3 
and  converted  to  its  equivalent  in 
millions  of  BTU’s  by  dividing  by  5.8. 
Therefore,  the  incremental  pricing 
threshold  for  high  cost  natural  gas, 
effective  January  1, 1980,  is  $7.17  per 
million  BTU's. 

Section  III.  Method  Used  to  Compute 
Price  Ceilings 

The  FERC,  by  Order  No.  50,  issued 
September  28, 1979,  in  Docket  No. 
RM79-21,  established  the  basis  for 
determining  the  price  ceilings  required 
by  the  NGPA.  FERC  also,  by  Order  No. 
51,  issued  in  the  same  docket  on  the 
same  date,  established  that  only  the 
price  paid  for  No.  6  high  sulfur  content 
residual  fuel  oil  would  be  used  to 
determine  the  price  ceilings  until 
November  1, 1980. 

A.  Data  Collected 

The  EIA  required  the  following  data 
from  all  companies  identified  by  the  EIA 
as  sellers  of  No.  6  high  sulfur  content 
residual  fuel  oil:  for  the  month  of 
October  1979,  for  each  selling  price  to  a 
large  industrial  user  3,  the  number  of 
gallons  sold  and  the  price.  All  reports  of 
volume  sold  and  price  were  identified 
by  the  State  into  which  the  oil  was  sold. 

B.  Method  Used  to  Determine 
Alternative  Price  Ceilings 

Using  each  reported  selling  price  and 
the  volume  sold  at  that  price,  the 
volume-weighted  average  price  for  each 
State  was  computed.  States  were 
grouped  into  the  regions  identified  by 
the  FERC  (see  Section  III.C.).  Using  all 
reported  prices  and  associated  volumes 
sold  in  a  region,  the  volume-weighted 
average  price  and  the  volume-weighted 
standard  deviation  of  prices  were 
calculated  for  each  region.  The  volume- 
weighted  average  price  for  each  State 

’Large  Industrial  User — A  person/firm  which 
purchases  No.  6  fuel  oil  in  quantities  of  4.000  gallons 
or  greater  for  consumption  in  a  business,  including 
the  space  heating  of  the  business  premises.  Electric 
utilities,  governmental  bodies  (Federal,  State  or 
local)  and  the  military  are  excluded. 


was  adjusted  downward  by  two  times 
the  standard  deviation  for  the  region  to 
form  the  adjusted  average  price.  The 
adjusted  average  price  was  compared  to 
the  lowest  price  reported  for  any 
transaction  within  the  State,  and  the 
higher  of  the  two  was  selected  as  the 
alternative  fuel  cost  for  purposes  of 
establishing  the  price  ceilings  required 
by  the  NGPA.  The  alternative  fuel  cost 
(expressed  in  dollars  per  barrel)  was 
divided  by  6.3  million  BTU’s  per  barrel 
to  estimate  the  alternative  fuel  price 
ceiling  for  the  State  (expressed  in 
dollars  per  million  BTU’s). 

In  accordance  with  Section  III.E., 
either  the  alternative  fuel  price 
calculated  for  the  State  or  a  region- 
based  price  was  selected  for  each  State. 
The  method  used  to  establish  region- 
based  prices  is  described  in  Section 
III.D.  The  alternative  price  ceiling 
selected  is  shown  in  Section  I. 

C.  Listing  of  States  by  Region 

States  were  grouped  by  the  FERC  to 
form  eight  distinct  regions  as  follows: 

Region  A:  Connecticut,  Maine, 

Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island. 

Region  B:  Delaware,  Maryland,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania. 

Region  C:  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee. 

Region  D:  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky, 
Michigan,  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Wisconcin. 
Region  E:  Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Minnesota, 
Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota. 
Region  F:  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Texas. 

Region  G:  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  Utah, 
Wyoming. 

Region  H:  Arizona,  California,  Nevada, 
Oregon,  Washington. 

D.  Method  Used  to  Establish  Region- 
Based  Price 

The  price  calculated  for  each  State  in 
accordance  with  the  method  described 
in  Section  III.B.  was  multiplied  by  the 
number  of  gallons  of  No.  6  high  sulfur 
content  residual  fuel  oil  sold  in  the  State 
during  the  reference  month;  the  results 
of  this  calculation  for  all  States  in  the 
region  were  summed  and  the  total  was 
divided  by  the  total  volume  of  the  No.  6 
high  sulfur  content  residual  fuel  oil 
reported  for  the  reference  month.  That 
result  became  the  region-based  price  for 
the  States  in  that  region  as  applicable. 

E.  Selection  of  State  or  Region-Based 
Price 

The  region-based  price  was  selected 
for  publication  for  all  states  where  the 
price  computed  for  the  State  might 
disclose  company  specific  information. 

The  EIA  recognizes  that  there  are  a 
number  of  ways  in  which  incremental 
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price  ceilings  could  be  derived.  Given 
the  short  period  of  time  available  after 
the  final  Rulemaking  issued  by  the 
FERC,  the  EIA  decided  to  use  the 
method  described  above  initially.  The 
EIA  is  considering  a  number  of  changes 
to  the  method,  including  the  following: 

•  Data  for  the  two  months  preceding  the 
reference  month  may  be  used  along 
with  data  for  the  reference  month  to 
calculate  a  three-month  average;  in 
that  way,  the  incremental  price  ceiling 
published  each  month  will  be  an 
average  of  data  for  three  months. 

•  A  “lag  adjustment”  will  also  be 
considered  that  will  minimize  the 
effect  of  changes  in  selling  prices  of 
the  alternative  fuel  from  the  three 
months  used  in  the  calculation  to  the 
date  the  incremental  prices  become 
effective. 

Issued  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  December 
19, 1979. 

Lincoln  E.  Moses, 

Administrator,  Energy  Information 
A  dministration. 

|FR  Doc.  79-39255  Filed  12-19-79;  10:26  am) 
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522 . 

. 71412 

526 . 

. 71412 

529 . 

. 72587 

548 . 

. 69650 

558 . 

. 71412,  74819 

1000 . 

. 71728 

1308 . 

. 71822 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  1 . 

. 71428,  72728 

25 . 

. 71742 

58 . 

. 69666 

131 . 

.69668,  69669,  72613 

182 . 

. 74845 

184 . 

. 74845 

320 . 

. 69669 

333 . 

. 71428 

438 . 

. 69768 

452 . 

. 69670 

868 . 69673,  70486 


22  CFR 

42 . 

. 72108 
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23  CFR 

170 . 

. 75552 

172 . 

. 75552 

420 . 

. 75552 

620 . 

. 75552 

650 . 

. 72109 

713 . 

. 73018 

Proposed  Rules: 

630 . 

. 70191 

656 . 

. 70753 

657 . 

. 69586 

1251 . 

. 70192 

24  CFR 

201 . 

. 70716 

207 . 

. 70716 

300 . 

. 71412 

570 . 

. 70717 

571 . 

. 75136 

600 . 

. 72036 

886 . 

. 70362 

888 . 

. 75383 

Proposed  Rules: 

115 . 

. 72185 

203 . 

. 72186 

204 . 

. 72186 

234 . 

. 70194 

390 . 

.69977,  75348 

570 . 

. 69673 

571 . 

.69304,  75332 

803 . 

. 70194 

888 . 

. 70194 

3282 . 

. 70195 

25  CFR 

31a . 

. 70139 

31b . 

. 70139 

31g . 

. 70139 

31h . 

. 70139 

112a . 

. 70139 

26  CFR 

1 . 

. 73019 

31 . 

. 75137 

48 . 

. 69924 

601 . 

. 72113 

Proposed  Rules: 

1 . 71429,  71430,  75183 

7 . 

. 71429 

20 . 

. 71436 

25 . 

. 75185 

31 . 

. 71430 

36 . 

. 71430 

46 . 

. 71430 

48 . 

. 71430 

49 . 

. 71430 

154 . 

. 71430 

301 . 

.71430,  75185 

601 . 

. 71430 

27  CFR 

5 . 

. 71613 

13 . 

. 71613 

19 . 

. 71613 

170 . 

. 71613 

173 . 

. 71613 

186 . 

. 71613 

194 . 

. 71613 

195 . 

. 71613 

196 . 

. 71613 

197 . 

. 71613 

200 . 

. 71613 

201 . 

. 71613 

211 . 

. 71613 

212  . 71613 

213  . 71613 

231 . 71613 

240 . 71613 

250  . 71613 

251  . 71613 

252  . 71613 

Proposed  Rules: 

5 .  69674,  70797,  71612 

13 . 69674,  70797,  71612 

19 . 69674,  70797,  71612 

170 .  69674,  70797,  71612 

173 . 69674,  70797,  71612 

178 . 75186 

186 .  69674,  70797,  71612 

194  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

195  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

196  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

197  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

200  .  69674,  70797,  71612 

201  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

211  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

212  .  69674,  70797,  71612 

213  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

231 . 69674,  70797,  71612 

240 .  69674,  70797,  71612 

250  .  69674,  70797,  71612 

251  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

252  . 69674,  70797,  71612 

28  CFR 

0 . 69926 

29  CFR 

40 . 72587 

1952 . 74819 

1977 . 74819 

2200 .  70106 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  XXVI . 75405 

1999 . 69675 

2200 .  70195 

2550 . 74858 

30  CFR 

601 . 69927 

731  . 75143 

732  . 75302 

Proposed  Rules: 

250 . 70196 

31  CFR 

316  . 69286 

317  . 75058 

321 . 69286 

332 . 69286 

342 .  69286 

351  . 72826 

352  . 72838 

530 .  74841 

535 .  69286,  69650,  75352, 

75353 

Proposed  Rules: 

350 .  72187 

32  CFR 

230 .  70460,  74819 

812  . 71825 

813  . 71827 

860 .  69286 

888h . 74819 


Proposed  Rules: 

2002 . 


32A  CFR 
Proposed  Rules: 


166 .  71845 

33  CFR 

3 . 70719 

82 . 69297 

161 . 70719 

117 . 73020 

147 . 73020 

175 . 73021,  73025 

183 . 73025 

204 . 69298 

207 . 69650 

Proposed  Rules: 

117 . 72188 

150 . 69305 

158 . 72188 

160 . 69306 

207 .  75407 

35  CFR 

Ch.  1 . 75306 

36  CFR 

223 . 73028 

1205 . 74826 

37  CFR 

Proposed  Rules: 

201  . 73123 

202  . 69977 

38  CFR 
Proposed  Rule: 

Ch.  1 . 74858 

39  CFR 

111 . 70720 

601 . 71412 

Proposed  Rules: 

927 . 69682 

40  CFR 

51  . 72589 

52  . 69928,  70140,  70141, 

71 780,  721 1 6,  721 1 8,  72589, 

73031-73033, 74830 

53  . 72589 

55 . 72593 

58 . 72589 

60 . 69298,  70465 

81 . 70143,  70466 

86 .  69416 

180 . 70143 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  1 . 69978 

52 . 69683-69685,  70486, 

70754, 70776, 71847,  72199, 
72614, 72615, 74861,75187 

60  . 75408 

61  . 70196 

65 . 69685,  71436 

81 . 69685,  70486 

136 . 69464,  75028 

169 . 75188 

180 . 70777 

230 .  72615 

410 . 69687 

425 . 69688 

428 .  75016 

763 . 73127 


41  CFR 

Ch.  44... 


101 . 

. 74832 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  51 . 

. 69308 

24-1 . 

. 71438 

101-20 . 

. 72200 

42  CFR 

36 . 

. 69933 

Proposed  Rules: 

Ch.  1 . 

.  72728 

Ch.  II . 

.  72728 

Ch.  Ill . 

. 72728 

Ch.  IV . 

. 72728 

85 . 

. 69689 

85a . 

. 69689 

122 . 

..71754,  75408 

123 . 

..71754,  75408 

460 . 

. 73128 

43  CFR 

Ch.  I . 

Ch.  II . 

PLO  5690 . 

Proposed  Rules: 

2090 . 

2300 . 

2310 . 

2320 . 

2340 . 

2350 . 

Public  Land  Orders 

5688  . 

5689  . 

5691 . 

44  CFR 


3 . 75062 

11 . 73035 

64  . 71830,  71831,  72594, 

72595 

65  . 71835 

67 . 70468,  72164 

205  . 71790,  71793,  71794 

206  . 75576 

Proposed  Rules: 

10 . 70197 

67 . 70497,  70498,  70778- 

70791,73130 

70 . 72178-72180 

205 . 75408 

45  CFR 

86 . 71413 

205  . 75143 

206  . 75143 

701  . 75147 

702  . 75147 

703  . 75147 

704  . 75147 

705  . 75147 

706  . 75147 

1010 . 70145 

1060 . 6929r 

Proposed  Rules: 

Subtitle  A . 72728 

Subtitle  B . 72728 

3 .  75415 

121i . 75024 

174  . 70652 

175  . 70652 

176  .  70652 

1328 .  70064 


46  CFR 

2 . 


71828 

72014 

74836 

69868 

69868 

69868 

69868 

69868 

69868 

70467 

73034 

73035 


71842 


70424 


73038 


IV 
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12 . 

. 70154 

47  CFR 

14 . 

. 70154 

0 . 

.  70471 

15 . 

. 70154 

1 . 

.  69301 

16 . 

. 70154 

18 . 

.  70472 

25 . 

. 73047 

63 . 

. 75156 

151 . 

. 69299 

64 . 

. 75156 

153 . 

. 69299 

73 . 

.  75384 

159 . 

. 73038 

74 . 

. 75384 

160 . 

..73048,  73055 

83 . 

. 73095 

161 . 

. 73048 

87 . 

. 73098 

187 . 

. 72130 

90 . 

. 70158 

310 . 

. 69301 

94 . 

. 69301 

503 . 

. 70721 

95 . 

. 70158 

Proposed  Rules: 

97 . 

. 73099,  73100 

4 . 

.  69308 

Proposed  Rules: 

26 . 

.  69308 

o 

73130 

33 . 

. 69311 

2 . 

.  74862 

35 . 

. 69308 

21 . 

. 74862 

42 . 

. 70791 

61 . 

. 73130 

78 . 

. 69308 

63 . 

. 73130 

93 . 

. 70791 

73 . 

. 75418-75421 

94 . 

. 6931 1 

87 . 

. 74862 

97 . 

. 69308 

90 . 

. 69689,  70498,  74862 

109 . 

. 69308 

Q7 

704QQ 

167 . 

. 69308 

185 . 

. 69308 

49  CFR 

192 . 

. 69311 

1 . 

. 70163 

196 . 

. 69308 

171 . 

. 70721 

508 . 

. 72616 

510 . 

. 70795 

172  . 70721,  72131 

173  .  70721 

174  .  70721,  72131 

175  . 70721 

176  . 70721 

177  .  70721 

178  . 70721 

192 . 75384 

195 .  70164 

231 . 73101 

399 .  70721 

571 . 75385 

1112 . 75386 

1033 . 69302,  70475-70477, 

70733,  71828-71830,  72159, 
72597,  72598,  75164,  75165 

1043 . 70167,  74838 

1045B . 70167,  74838 

1046 . 70167,  74838 

1121 . 73105 

1204 . 72160 

1249 . 70478 

1252 . 70479 

1300 . 73132 

1303  . 73132 

1304  . 73132 

1306  . 73132 

1307  . 73132 

1308  . 73132 


1310 . 73132 

1312 . 73132 

Proposed  Rules: 

192 . 72201 

571 . 70204 

1036 . 71848 

1041 . 71438,  75188 

1056 .  75194 

1060 . 71849 

1082 .  71849 

1100 .  69693 

1125 . 75188,  75190 

1127 . 71851 

50CFR 

17 . 70677,  75074,  75165 

26 .  72161,  74838 

33 . 75386-75390 

603 .  70480 

652 .  73108 

Proposed  Rules: 

17 . 70680,  70796,  73133 

32  .  70210 

33  . 70210 

611 . 72204 

651  . 69312,  71440 

652  .  70503 


AGENCY  PUBLICATION  ON  ASSIGNED  DAYS  OF  THE  WEEK 

The  following  agencies  have  agreed  to  publish  all 
documents  on  two  assigned  days  of  the  week 
(Monday/Thursday  or  Tuesday/Friday). 

This  is  a  voluntary  program.  (See  OFR  NOTICE 

FR  32914,  August  6,  1976.) 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

DOT/SECRETARY* 

USDA/ASCS 

DOT/SECRETARY* 

USDA/ASCS 

DOT/COAST  GUARD 

USDA/APHIS 

DOT/COAST  GUARD 

USDA/APHIS 

DOT/FAA 

USDA/FNS 

DOT/FAA 

USDA/FNS 

DOT/FHWA 

USDA/FSQS 

DOT/FHWA 

USDA/FSQS 

DOT/FRA 

USDA/REA 

DOT/FRA 

USDA/REA 

DOT/NHTSA 

MSPB/OPM 

DOT/NHTSA 

MSPB/OPM 

DOT/RSPA 

LABOR 

DOT/RSPA 

LABOR 

DOT /SLSDC 

HEW/FDA 

DOT /SLSDC 

HEW/FDA 

DOT/UMTA 

DOT/UMTA 

CSA 

CSA 

Documents  normally  scheduled  for  publication  on 
a  day  that  will  be  a  Federal  holiday  will  be 
published  the  next  work  day  following  the 
holiday. 


Comments  on  this  program  are  still  invited. 
Comments  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Day-of-the-Week  Program  Coordinator.  Office  of 


the  Federal  Register,  National  Archives  and 
Records  Service,  General  Services  Administration, 
Washington,  D.C.  20408 


REMINDERS 


The  items  in  this  list  were  editorially  compiled  as  an  aid  to  Federal 
Register  users.  Inclusion  or  exclusion  from  this  list  has  no  legal 
significance.  Since  this  list  is  intended  as  a  reminder,  it  does  not 
include  effective  dates  that  occur  within  14  days  of  publication. 

Rules  Going  Into  Effect  Today 

PERSONNEL  MANAGEMENT  OFFICE 

66573  11-20-79  /  Attorney  positions;  exempted  from  excepted 
service 

66574  11-20-79  /  Career  and  carrier  conditional  employment 


Listing  of  Public  Laws 

Last  Listing  December  19, 1979 

This  is  a  continuing  listing  of  public  bills  from  the  current  session  of 
Congress  which  have  become  Federal  laws.  The  text  of  laws  is  not 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  but  may  be  ordered  in  individual 
pamphlet  form  (referred  to  as  “slip  laws”)  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402  (telephone  202-275-3030). 

S.  901  /  Pub.  L  96-148  To  amend  the  Clean  Water  Act  of  1 977  to 
extend  the  moratorium  on  industrial  cost  recovery.  (Dec.  16, 
1979;  93  Stat.  1088)  Price  $.75. 

S.  1788  /  Pub.  L  96-149  To  amend  the  National  Consumer 
Cooperative  Bank  Act  to  provide  for  a  small  business 
representative  on  the  Bank's  Board.  (Dec.  16, 1979;  93  Stat. 
1089)  Price  $.75. 
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